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METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND 


Published in aid of the Appeal to be made on Sunday, June 14th, 1903. 


“ The quality of merey is not strain’d ; 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath ; it is twice bless'd ; 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes.” 
Merchant of Venice. 


Tue Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund has entered the 
fourth decade of its existence and for nearly 20 years we 
have urged its claims for support in a Special Supplement 
addressed not so much to our usual readers as to that wide 
public without whose aid the hospitals could not continue 
their existence. The mercy which we seek to evoke is not of 
that kind which Portia sought to obtain from the usurer for 
his debtor, for the hospitals are not debtors to the public, 
but we would borrow her words, which we have quoted 
above, and apply them to the generous kindness of him 
who in the sympathy of his heart mercifully relieves the 
sufferings of his fellow men. To us the mercy which 
“blesseth him that gives and him that takes” is that 
thoughtful consideration for others which it is the 
pleasure, if it is also the duty, of all good men and 
women to practise, which it is their pleasure and 
again their duty to inculcate in their children. The exer- 
cise of such a spirit of kindness may be inseparable, even 
with the rich, from a certain effort at self-denial. Few 
can give without feeling that the money given is diverted 
from some other channel into which it might have flowed, 
possibly with more immediate gratification to the giver ; but 
should any be slow to deny themselves in a cause where the 
need is so urgent and where the results are so tangible and 
so real? What those results are the statistics of hospital 
work will be found no less eloquent to show than 
the arguments which we have now so often repeated 
that many of our readers must be familiar with them. We 
reiterate our appeal, however, not because the contributors 
to the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund have ‘acked 
generosity in the past or because we have lost confidence in 
them for the future but because the needs of the hospitals 
grow yearly greater as the population of London increases, 
largely through the influx of the labouring classes from the 
country, and because we therefore must aim at eliciting an 
increased generosity from an _ ever-widening circle of 
contributors. On Hospital Sunday the claims of the 
hospitals of London for support from all classes of the 
community are brought before worshippers of every 
denomination of the Christian religion in their churches 
and chapels and are not, we know, forgotten by those 
whose religion calls them to worship on a different 


day of the week or by those who for various reasons do not 
attend any place of worship atall. It is a collection made 
simultaneously from all and contributed to by all without 
regard to their religious belief or nationality, because those 
who give are well aware that the hospitals to which they con- 
tribute stand open by night and by day to receive Christian 
or Jew, Briton or foreigner, Londoner or countryman, good 
or bad, without distinction, only exacting from those 
admitted the one condition that they stand in need of aid. 
We had almost said that they are open to poor and rich 
alike, for though maintained for the poor the hospital does 
not close its door to the rich man or the rich man's wife or 
child whom accident and injury urgently calling for imme 
diate aid may bring to its threshold. It is a collection 
rightly made, therefore, from rich and poor alike, and the 
offertories in church and chapel welcome the gifts of the 
poorest, while the special donations recorded in past years 
from wealthy givers show what an important part the 
generosity of the wealthy may play in increasing the total 
of the Fund. It will be observed how often the same names 
are repeate| and we may be permitted to express a hope 
that fresh ones will appear amongst them when the results 
for 1903 are published. 

The greater part of the Fund, however, each year is con- 
tributed by those whose offering is placed anonymously 
with those of their fellow worshippers in the bag or plate 
at the churches and chapels of the metropolis and its 
suburbs, and we would remind all that Hospital Sunday is 
a special occasion calling for a special effort. It comes but 
once a year; it is in aid of institutions to the existence of 
which money is essential, the benefits of which are con 
ferred directly upon the poor, indirectly upon the whole 
community, and with regard to the beneficence of which no 
controversy of sect or creed can arise. If, however, we urge 
upon those who vo to church and chapel on Sunday that 
they should exceed the amount of their usual contributions 
to the offertory, making an exception in favour of the 
Hospital Sunday Fund, we would once more remind them 
that on Hospital Sunday they should bring with them the 
gifts of those who, for various reasons, will not accompany 
them. The husband or brother to whom Sunday is a day 
of rest from the work of the week may spend it in 
seeking fresh air and healthy exercise in the country, bunt 
he should not be allowed to forget that his aid is asked 
for those to whom Sunday brings no rest from pain and 
to whom, owing to their poverty, health can only be restored 
' by the aid of the hospital. Cycling and golf have made the 
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leisure hours of young men of all classes in the metropolis a 
good deal healthier and pleasanter than they were when the 
Hospital Sunday Fund was first instituted in 1873. Motoring 
takes hundreds of those who can afford to enjoy it, young 
and old alike, far into the purer atmosphere of the country 
and into scenes that afford a complete change from those in 
which their daily lot is cast. Cheap trains cater for those 
who prefer to travel by rail and the river is thronged with 
pleasure boats for their benefit. Let anyone who remembers 
how these things were in the early ‘* seventies" of the last 
century, and who takes advantage of the change, be thankful 
for the opportunities that he now has for healthy amuse- 
ment on the first day of the week, but let him not forget 
that the Hospital Sunday Fund depends upon the con- 
tributions of all who can afford to give just as it has always 
done. 
WEEK-END PARTIES AND THE FUND. 

Of late years, moreover, a custom or fashion has sprung 
up which affects, no doubt, the wealthier classes of the 
community rather than the community as a whole, but 
which, we believe, has had an appreciate result in diminish- 
ing the amounts collected in West-end places of worship 
on Sundays. We refer to the practice of leaving London 
for the end of the week and Sunday and of entertaining 
what are known as ‘‘ week-end parties’ at country houses 
that are not too far off to be reached with moderate ease. 
Those who leave London for the week-end are not always 
those who are at work during the rest of their time or those to 
whom Saturday and Sunday form the only days which they 
can spend with friends at a distance. Many people of com- 
plete leisure like a day or two of change from the usual round 
of their social functions in London and the ‘ week-end” 
has developed into a fashionable custom. We have nothing 
to say against such a custom, whether fashion or a genuine 
need for relaxation is responsible for it, but we would point 
out that those who indulge in it need not forget the claims 
of Hospital Sunday and should not let the Fund suffer 
because their pleasure takes them out of the metropolis. 
We would very particularly therefore ask those who them- 
selves are mindful of the needs of the Fund and who them- 
selves give at their respective places of worship not to be 
content with this but to do their best to bring with them 
also the offerings of those who will be absent. The con- 
tributions of those who seek pleasure should least of all be 
denied to those who suffer pain. 


COLLECTIONS FROM CoUNTRY CONGREGATIONS. 

If we have put forward the need of the London hospitals 
as one which primarily concerns London congregations and 
Londoners at large, it must not be supposed that we have 
forgotten the very strong claim which these metropolitan 
institutions have upon country congregations also and upon 
those who live in country towns and country villages, not 
merely in the neighbourhood of London but remote from it. 
It is an error to suppose that the welfare of the London 
hospitals is no concern of those who live at a distance from 
them and who perhaps have their county hospitals nearer 
to them. Ministers of religion in the country may think 
that the collection which they hold for the nearest local 
in-titution is enough and that London should pay for the 
relief and maintenance of its own sick and injured. We 
would ask them to consider how far such an attitude as 
this is consistent with the facts. We would remind them 
that in their own experience they must have met with the 
ease of some poor neighbour, sent up perhaps as a last 
resource, to a London hospital for treatment, sent there 
certainly because his case was a serious one, for it would be 
idle to suppose that trifling cases from the country would be 
sent for treatment to hospitals in the metropolis with local 
hospitals and local surgical aid at hand. The hospitals of 
the great provincial centres, such, for instance, as Liverpool 


and Birmingham, have, no doubt, the same experience as 
those of the metropolis. Cases come to them from far 
beyond the circle of their usual contributors and are treated 
without question. We are, however, to-day advocatirg the 
cause of the hospitals of London, and are addressing those 
upon whom they have established a claim. Perhaps, how- 
ever, those to whom we are appealing, while they realise 
that a country case may be sent to a London hospital, are 
not fully aware of the extent to which the beds in the 
institutions for which the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday 
Fund has been organised are filled by patients from far 
beyond the metropolitan area. In order to put the matter 
beyond question, we have made inquiry at a few hospitals 
and allowacce will, of course, be made by our readers for 
the fact that some of the patients included do not come up 
from the country to be treated, but are country dwellers 
who have been taken ill or injured in London and who 
necessarily give a country address. 


Loxpon HosprraLs AND COUNTRY PATIENTS. 

At St. George’s Hospital we find that out of 470 persons 
admitted as in-patients during last April 33 came from the 
country, the rest from London. This means about 7 per 
cent. of the total, or if we assume, as we fairly may, that 
these figures represent the average intake of patients during 
one month we find that at a hospital which is not one of the 
largest in London nearly 400 patients from the country are 
admitted in the course of a single year to be boarded, lodged, 
nursed, and supplied with medical or surgical aid as their 
cases may require. 

From King’s College Hospital we have been supplied with 
the statistics of a single day which will serve as an example. 
As a matter of fact, the figures were not extracted for our 
benefit, so that as far as our purpose is concerned it is a day 
taken absolutely at random. On Dec. 2nd, 1902, we find 
that there were in King’s College Hospital 213 in-patients. 
Of these, ten came from the parish of St. Clement Danes, in 
which the hospital stands ; 136 were drawn from the metro- 
politan area, which in this case was the administrative 
county of London ; and 67 came from the provinces. This 
means that of the 213 patients in the hospital more than 
31 per cent. had their usual residence in the country. 
The tables which we publish show that at King’s College 
Hospital 2613 patients were received in 1902, so that if we 
assume the same proportion to have been preserved we 
find that the country is indebted to this hospital alone in 
respect of aid afforded to about 800 sufferers in one year. 

At University College Hospital the same test which we 
have applied to St. George's Hospital (that of multiplying 
the number of country patients coming in during a single 
month by 12) shows that at this hospital about 336 were from 
the area outside London, a large portion of which does not 
contribute to the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund. This 
shows a proportion of more than 13 per cent. of the whole of 
the in-patients, of whom 2540 were admitted in 1902. 

From St. Bartholomew's Hospital we can give the exact 
figures, showing the numbers of each class of patient upon 
certain days. We selected two days at random from those 
effered to us by the courtesy of the secretary to the hospital. 
On Jan. 12th, 1903, there were in St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
544 patients, and of these 96 were from the country. In 
this case the statistics laid before us included information as 
to the counties from which these country patients came. It 
was natural that we should find higher figures in respect of 
the home counties than in the case of those more remote, and 
we were not surprised to read that on this particular day 
15 of the 96 mentioned came from Surrey. Berkshire, bow- 
ever, can hardly be reckoned as a county which adjoins 
London, and Berkshire contributed five ; nor, certainly, can 
Northamptonshire, and Northamptonshire contributed 4; nor 
Devonshire, which yielded two; nor Monmouthshire, which 
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sentone. These figures are not extracted as being the only ones 
which could have borne out our contention, they are taken 
almost at haphazard from the list. A second glance showed 
us below the names of English counties those of parts of 
the world somewhat further afield, with figures appended 
indicating the number of patients as follows : Canada, two ; 
India, one. It is very likely that among these patients from 
the far East and West may have been soldiers back from 
South Africa, laid low by sickness or wounds while fighting 
in the cause of the Empire. The metropolitan hospitals and 
the surgeons and physicians of the metropolis did their share 
during the late war when the opportunity was afforded to 
them, as the corresponding figures of two or three years 
ago would show, and it is for contributions to the metro- 
politan hospitals from all areas beyond the metropolis that 
we are pleading. 


as instances: Arundel, Aldershot, Aldeburgh, Anglesea, 
Broadstairs, Bournemouth, Bishops Stortford, Brighton, 
Birmingham, Bath, Bristol, Burton-on-Trent, Cambridge, 
Cardigan, Calne, Chard, Dover, Dorchester, Dundee, 
Emsworth, Eastbourne, Felixstowe, Falmouth, Gainsboro’, 
Gosport, Gloucester, Hull, Harwich, Hastings, Huddersfield, 
Ireland, Isle of Wight, Kelvedon, Lowestoft, Liverpooi, 
Maidenhead, Maidstone, Norwich, Nottingham, Newcastle, 
Oxford, Plymouth, Portland, Penryn, Ramsgate, Salisbury, 
Troulston, Wolverhampton, Winchester, Yeovil, and Yoxford. 
Many other places too numerous to mention might be added. 

It is not necessary that we should go through the 
records of every hospital in London in order to make 
clear our point. We have shown the nature of the 
figures that such records contain and that is enough. 
In pressing upon ministers of religion in the country 


STATISTICS OF HOSPITAL WORK IN LONDON DURING THE YEAR 1902. 


TABLE [. — GENERAL HOsPITALs.* 
—The figures referring to out-patients in these Tables represent the number of visits paid by oul-patients—NoT the NUMBER of vul-patients. 


! 
Out 


Hospital Con Remaining Acciden: 
Nawe of hospital. Sunday Fund patients Relieved. Cured. valescent under Diet. patients’ and 
award. homes. treatment visits. emergencies 
German .. .. os 584 1,787 396 765 402 100 liv 6u, 
Great Northern Central .. .. -. 1,054 1,941 1,583 135 147 66.944 6,808 
Hampstead .. se 240 373 90 259 Is i9 24 6,692 363 
King’s College... 1,437 2,613 929 1164 20 46 Suz 7.482 
London eo 6,181 12,524 10,827 1,380 660 {1,812 | 439,670 20,795 
London Homeopithic os 2,031 53% 82 87, 67 1,058 
Phillips Memorial Homeopathic 35 lo lie 4 9 6 206 2° 
London co 776 421 78) vv 127 24.726 15,340 
Metropolitan . 862 1,285 $72 661 108 86 16 14,962 
Ke i 287 665 118 425 lll “ Si 82,088 F,722 
er an ent 227 24 2 76.699 7,477 
North. W 431 6ul 470 13 “4 320 43,674 6,023 
1,246 2, 2.383 211 149 252 «111,030 22,929 
St. George's 1,917 3,978 2,771 258 Sas 98,775 18,427 
SS. John and Elizabeth oe a4 202 | 49 33 
St. Mary's oe 2,492 4,174 1,206 1,963 285 255 365 116,685 | 21,071 

134? 6,991 6.326 771 475 658 62,223 46,207 
- Hospital Society oo se 1294 2,645 663 | 1,627 60 Qua 106 85,262 
The Middlesex... 2,310 4,019 2,835 | 281 424 102,066 
University College 1,303 2,693 747 1,304 116 275 «163,96 84,152 
627 $lu 444 15 61 7 $3,400 9,623 

i 
West London .. 2. 815 2,265 1,929 136 200 «0,915 8,548 
£33,202 70,3'4 7,372 13,263 7,368 4.509 6,265 2,290,955 336,068 
Estimated to supply omissions .. 1,000 | 15,191 22,427 65 279 93,535 35,793 
ne £33,202 71,314 22,563 35,690 7,433 4,409 6544 2,384,190 371,851 


On Feb. 7th, 1903, the secon] day for which also we can 
give precise figures recorded at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
there were lying in the wards 574 patients and of these 117 
were from the country. Again, a glance at the counties 
from which the 117 came shows that these were not merely 
dwellers in the district round London. Devonshire sent five ; 
Norfolk, which, if less distant than Devonshire, is assuredly 
not suburban, contributed three ; and Cambridgeshire two. 
Lincolnshire and Breconshire also were among those 
represented. 

Here, again, are the figures for the London Hospital and 
the names of a few only cf the places outside London from 
which patients came to be treated in Whitechapel. Of 
a total of 13,160 in-patients treated last year no less than 
3927 came from places which were four miles or more away 
from the hospital. The following places may be taken 


* We reproduce the term ‘* General Hospitals” as employed by the Council of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund. 


and upon their congregations the debt of gratitude 
which they owe to the metropolitan hospitals we would 
remind them that it is in these institutions that the medical 
men practising among them have obtained the knowledge 
and skill which are at the disposal of their patients in the 
country and that without such institutions they would have 
received no adequate training at all. To this we would add 
with even greater insistance that there is a direct obligation 
upon the country to give laid upon it by the fact that the 
London hospitals afford treatment to country patients to an 
extent varying from 7 to over 30 per cent. of their total 
accommodation. 

Some may ask how the country fulfils that obligation 
or at least what attempt it makes to meet it. We answer 
that hitherto it has made no such attempt. The 
report of the Council of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday 
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Fund lies before us. It contains the name of every place of 
worship which held a collection for the Fund in 1902 and 
we have scanned the list in vain. Surrey, Hertfordshire, 
Kent, Middlesex, and E-sex all contribute but in respect 
of places more or less suburban, the great majority of 
them being within a radius of 15 miles from Charing 
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a matter which we commend to their consideration, feeling 
sure that some among them will feel that it is their duty, as 
it will also be their pleasure, to prevent the possible sugges- 
tion that they are without gratitude for direct benefits 
received. 

There is another point also arising out of the free recep- 


TABLE HOSPITALS. 


Hospital In- 
Sunday Fund 
award. 


Name of hospital. pationte. 


Con- 
Relieved. Cured. valescent 
homes. 


ity of London for Diseases of Chest — 


Hospital for Consumption 
Mount Vernon 
Royal Hospital for Diseases of Chest 
Royal National Hosp. for Consumption . 
Alexandra Ho«pital for Hip Disease .. 
Banstead Surgical Home 

Barnet Home Hospital i 
Belgrave Hospital for Children 

Cheyne for Incaralble 

Kast Lond. Hosp. for 

Kvelina Hosp. for Sick 

Home for Incurable 


Home for Sick 
Hospital for Sick 
h-East. Hosp. for 


Paddington green for 
St. Mary's for 


St Monica's for 

Victoria Hospital for 

Vie — Margate 
“ The V 

British oe in Hospital 


Clapham Maternity 
Kast-end Mothers’ Home 
General Lying in 
wen Charlotte's Lying- in 
Chelsea Hospital for Women 
Hospital for Women 
Grosvenor Hosp. for Women and Children 
New Hospital for Women. 
Royal Hosp. for Children and Women 
Samaritan Free... .. .. 


Cancer 

London Fever 

Gordon for Fistula . 

St. Mark's 
National for Diseases of Heart, &. .. 


Female Lock weil 

Hospital for Epi epsy, &e. oe 
Natlonal for the ysed, &c. 
Weat. End for Nervous Svetem 
Central London Ophthalmic. . 


Royal Eye 
Royal London ¢ Yphthalmic 
Royal Westminster 
Western 


City Orthopaedic 
Roya ee 
Koy Sea Bathing Hospital” on 
st Hospital for Diseases of Skin’. 


Peter's for Stone 
Central London Throat and Ear 
Hospital for Diseases of a ‘ 
London Throat 

Metropolitan Kar and Nose... 
Royal Kar .. .. 

Dental 
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1,636 
165 


Total .. 


217,004 


| 31,756 


Cross. We have, however, shown that patients find 
their way to the hospitals of London from = such 
counties as Devonshire and Northamptonshire, Norfolk and 
Cambridgeshire, not one at a time but in appreciable 
numbers. The absence of country congregations in such 
circumstances from the list of the contributors to the Fund is 


11,845 


/1,801 1,516,376 


tion of patients from the country by the metropolitan 
hospitals which thus nobly carry on their work as the great 
charitable institutions of the mother city. That they should 
so receive poor patients from the country we do not ques- 
tion, for it is their duty to heal the poor and we only ask 
for some proportional return in the way of support from the 


Remaining Out- Accidents 
treatment. visits. emergencies 
ant 1,545 1,066 68,118 - 
383 779 est 
16 4 46 
131 30 = - 
125 4 4 4 
767 1,749 354 seo 74,916 5,006 
77 33 - - 
4 
“ 134 265 3,841 - 
pes 1,054 2,236 600 1.600 M6816 - 
460 603 126 250 88,885 560 
i, 4s 16 su ~ 
as 44 365 10,410 - 
77 313 313 19 3,855 
; 87 480 479 1 
1271 1,271 5 8,932 
422 798 736 16 9,547 
144 #70 20s a4 17:16, 285 - 
17? 203 82 ul 4 16,071 
307 619 a2 21 33,568 
268 332 | 02 13 22 49,004 
ar 456 364 30 40 lL s17,910 
4 
527 732 633 21 87 94 820 _ 
270 16 245 5 1 - 
41s “4 323 27 4 6,331 
17 184 76 5 15 22 14 16,198 - 
307 02 101 2 2.469 
te 239 177 11a - 22 — 54,392 
115 357 259 16 1 39,430 
134 588 547 200 19 — 25,102 
4s 196 196 — 30,016 
249 300 252 - 48 ' — | 10,000 ~ 
125 234 - | - - 60 3,762 - 
134 227 220 
2s7 1,172 320 12 
— 
a8 339 323 
29 658 
£17,004 6,125 2,450 1,483,330 28,160 
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country. There are, however, persons who believe that 
the best way to make all hospitals efficient and solvent 
would be to support them by rates collected under 
the sanction of laws passed for that purpose. Let 
ns consider what the result of having rate-supported 
hospitals only would be upon the free admission of country 
patients to hospitals in London. The answer is a perfectly 
simple one. It would put anend toit. It is quite possible, 
no doubt, that under a system of rate-supported hospitals 
rules might be framed to permit the patient from the rate- 


the original home or most recent domicile of each 
patient and these inquiries would sometimes lead to 
disputes on the subject to be settled only by litigation. 
There would be difficulties arising out of the transfer of 
patients seriously ill or injured, discussions as to charges 
for the tending of patients coming from alien districts, and 
all the questions that auditors are compelled to raise where 
the lawful expenditure of public moneys is under their 
scrutiny. On the other hand, the hospitals which in 
Lon?on and throughout the kingdom are supported by 


TaBie HospPiTALs AND CONVALESCENT HOMES 


Name of hospital. 


Con- 
valescent 


Remaining 
Relieved. Cured. 


Convalescent .. .. 
Bexh 
Charing Cross Hospital Convalescent . 
Chelsea for Women 
Deptford Medica 
Mrs. Gladstone's 


” 
” 


Herne Bay (Baldwin- Brown) Convalescent 
Homeeopathic Convalescent 
King’s College Hospital Convalescent. 
Mrs. Kitto'’s Convalescent 

Mary Wardell a 

Morley House as 
Police Seaside Hcme .. 
St. Andrew's (Clewer) Convalescent 


Do. (Folkestone) 
St. John’s Home for 
St. Joseph's Convalescent 


Beck 
Blackheath Cottage 


National Sanatorium pads 

Invalid Asylum ae 

St. Catherine's Home 

Friedenheim Hospital, House of Peace 
Oxygen Home 

St. Francis Hospital .. 

Santa Claus Home 
St. John’s Hospital 
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supported hospital in the country to pass to the rate- 
supported hospital in London, in consideration of duly 
apportioned payments, but to those who are versed in the 
ways of local officials, and in the necessary restrictions 
which limit the exercise of their discretion and delay their 
actions, we would leave the consideration of how such a 
system would work in practice. There would have to 
be presumably in all cases of patients admitted to a 
hospital, or seeking admission, inquiries, such as are 
now often necessary under the Poor-law, to discover 


8,766 7 | 47,205 


voluntary contributions are fettered by no red-tape, and their 
patients are admitted without being subject to geographical 


restrictions or being compelled to establish a legal right to 
the satisfaction of jealous custodians of a local exchequer. 


THE TAXATION OF PLEASURE. 
Not all, however, of those who neglect the Hospital 
Sunday Fund would be affected by the institution of a 


hospital rate. Among those who are not ratepayers there 
are, no doubt, many who do not give because they have 
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Wimbledon oo 53 141 28 +8 
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an idea that their help would be insignificant. ‘To there 
we would say that no help is insigniticant, whether it 
comes in pounds, shillings, or pence. The population 
of the administrative county of London exceeds 4,500,000. 
The population of London and its suburbs within a 
radius of 15 miles from Charing Cross exceeds 6.500,000. 
if by rich and poor contributing according to their 
means throughout this vast mass of humanity that has 
gathered itself in and round the metropolis an amount 
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total of the Hospital Sunday Fund would be more than 
trebled. The amount suggested may seem excessive. 
Perhaps it will be long before such universal recognition 
of the hospitals’ need by all classes can be obtained. 
Is it, however, beyond the limits of possibility! In 
the sum of the population given women and children are 
included, the destitute out-of-work, and the ‘submerged 
tenth. It must be remembered, however, that every 
sum of £1000 represents 40,000 sixpences and that every 


TABLE IV. DisPENSARIES. sovereign means 40 sixpences, and every half-crown five. 
The labourer who on a scanty and precarious wage 
Hospital a struggles to support a growing family, who spends nothing 
Name of dispensary. J patients’ 
visits, PROGRESS OF THE METROPOLITAN SUNDAY 
FUND. 
Camden Town |. 18 8,187 1892 44297 
Chelsea, Brom and Belgrave Provident 50 16 459 1878 1893 e529 
Chelsea Provic ee ee 2,778 187 1894 779 
Child's Hull Provident 12 
City 11 21,583 1880 1895 21,990 
city London Kast London .. .. 27 92,167 1881 1896 358212 
Clapham General and 12,598 1882 1897 21 
East Dulwich Provident 38 20,736 1884 1899 15,310 
Hampstead 61,469 In 1884 £4500 was received from the managers of the International 
2 In 1885 a special jon was receiv rom Dr. James 
Maida. ‘vale, and St. John’ ‘s-wood . 45 3,951 special donation of £1000 was received from 
Kilburn Provident — ppeneaeaets os 35 23,078 ¢ in 1887 = legacy of £1000 was paid by the executors of the late 
neluding legacy rom the executors the late 
London Medical Mission = Mr. Thomas Crouch. 
Metropoli 3 7 In 1891 donations of £5000 from the late Duke of Cleveland, &e., 
Notting-hill Provident oo 3,987 and £1000 from Sir Savile Crossley, Bart., were received. 
Paddington 35 7,073 7 In 1892 Sir Savile Crossley gave a further a legacy of 
Portland town 30 2,000 £105 was paid by the executors of the late Dr. H. EB. P. Brighton. 
Public .. 2,253 In 1893 Sir Savile Crossley gave a further donation of ‘Of £1000. 
jueen Adelaide's 26 16,187 In 1894 a legacy of £5000 (less duty) was paia by the executors of the 
Pen Br Pr = late ar J. Whitaker, and Sir Savile Crossley gave a further dona- 
ya vident - tion of 1000 
Royal South London .. .. .. - 48 15,(02 ‘e In 1895 Messrs. Barnato and Friends gave a donation of £10,000; 
St. George's and St. James's 58 4,000 93400 was received from the Stock Exchange through Messrs. Pym, 
St. George's (Hanover square) Provident 35 2.000 Vaughan, and Co,, and Messrs, Burdett and Harris ; Lord Iveagh gave a 
St. John’s-wood Provident ., a 27,575 donation of £1000; Sir Savile C pd gave a further donation of £21000; 
St. Marylebone General .. 38 14,209 and Mr. J. B. Robinson gave £1000 
St. Pancras and Northern $9 7 1. In 1896 Sir Savile Crossley gave his sixth donation of £1000, and 
South North Brixton legacies from Mr. Jahn Smith of £500 and Mrs. May 
t. toke of Ys 
Tower Hamlets 45 10,851 1897 Sir Savile Crossley gave his seventh donation, amounting 
Walworth Provident .. 15 5,764 this wear toe £500 
Provident. Lu 1898 Sir Savile Crossley gave his eighth donation, amounting 
est bourne video this wear t« 
Western ee oo ce ce o o 67 19,052 4 In 1999 Mr. George Herring gave £10,000; Mr. J. Lane Densham 
Western General i eo at ae i ee = 29.060 gave £1050; and Sir Savile Crossley gave his ninth donation of 
Whitechapel Provident . ~ «~ ~ « 30 24,618 3 In 1900 Mr. George Herring gave a further donation of £10,000 ; 
Woolwich e im as 2 “ _ and Sir Savile Crossley gave his tenth donation of £500. An 
anonymous donor, * F. H..” gave £1000; and £1090 were received from 
£2,352 858,169 the estate of the late Thomas King. 
Estimated to supply omissions... - tls Im 1801 Mr. George Herring gave a furtber donation of £10,000, and 
— Sir F Cook, Bart. M.P., gave a donation of £4000. 
Total .. a £2 382 1,077,287 In 1902 Mr. George Ilerring gave a further donation amounting to 
a ei. 975, and Mr. Cha les Morrison gave a donation of £1000. 
SUMMARY OF TABLES 
Hospital Con. Remaining Out. Accidents 
—_— Sunday Fund In-patients. Relieved. Cured. valescent under Ded. patients’ and 
award. homes. treatment. visits, emergencies 
General Hospitals. .. £33,202 22,568 35,690 4,433 6,544 2,354,190 371,851 
Special Hospitals 17,004 31,756 14,330 2227 2.704 1,801 1,616,376 33,542 
Cottage aes 5,221 25,004 5,764 15,435 103 1,248 387 47.405 715 
7,09 128,974 43,172 65,455 10,363 8.511 8,692 5,025,088 406,108 
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contribute 6d. for himself and a similar sum for each of 
those dependent on him. But what of the more or less 
independent working-man not so burdened in these days of 
high wages and cheap necessaries! What of the man or 
woman who has money to spend on pleasures or small 
luxuries? Does the pint of beer or the ounce of tobacco, 
the article of personal adornment, or the visit to a music- 
hall cost nothing? We do not suggest that these 
should be given up. We merely point out that 6/. 
or ls. deducted from what is spent on these during 12 
months and devoted to the benefit of the hospitals would 
hardly be remembered in looking back on the year’s plea- 
sures or would be recalled with a keener sense of gratifica- 
tion than the other items in the account. Even the errand 
boy might in such a cause save 6d. from what he reserves 
usually for cigarettes (alas) and penny ices without depriving 
himself of any wholesome form of enjoyment, if not to the 
direct benefit of his health. In addressing these, the work- 
ing man and woman, and the wage-earners of all ages who 
perhaps cannot, as a rule, afford to give purely for charity 
and the sake of others, we would remind them that it is to 
them that the hospital opens its doors in the day of their 
adversity and we would appeal to their sense of gratitude 
and of independence. We feel sure that if they reflected 
apon the subject they would be unwilling to be beholden 
to charity when in sound health and that they would 
gladly feel when compelled by necessity to accept hospital 
aid that they had themselves contributed to place such 
aid within their own reach. To others in easier financial 
circumstances the taxation of their pleasures would 
come even more appropriately. As a nation we spend 
a good deal on pleasure and to some of us luxuries 
have grown to be almost necessities. A taste for healthy 
exercise pervades our young people and the milder forms 
of athletic amusement are retained by many far beyond 
middle age. These are not all the monopoly of the wealthier 
class, although some of them may be. The bicycle, for 
example, like the theatre among sedentary diversions, has 
its devotees among those of comparatively small means 
and few confine themselves to one form of amusement only. 
A twentieth part deducted from the money spent upon 
amusement during a year by most of us would constitute a 
sum well worth adding to the offertory on Hospital Sunday. 
it would considerably exceed the 6d. to which we would like 
to see the amount per head of the population raised, and 
every 6d. above the first would be a contribution on behalf 
of one of those to whom giving at all must be admitted to be 
impossible. No one would deny amusement to their neigh- 
bours, least of all to those who seek it as a recreation after 
coil. No one grudges them the health which recreation 
brings, not even those who in their beds in hospital wards 
long for the day when their own health will return. 
But it is to the hospital alone that these can look for health 
that means more than amusement to them, and it is to the 
healthy, the young, and the vigorous that we appeal for 
a more substantial token of sympathy than a passing 
thought. 

Those who themselves have suffered will know what pain 
means in whatever surroundings it has to be endured and so 
will those who have seen those dear to them suffer. These, 
too, will remember the debt that they owe to the hospitals in 
cespect of the aid which physician or surgeon has afforded 
them—to the hospitals without which the nurse who tended 
them could not have acquired her training. The debt which 
the public owe to the hospitals in respect of the training of 
nurses is in itself no small one. 

Among those who otherwise might contribute to the Metro- 
politan Hospital Sunday Fund there are some, perhaps, who 
have an idea that although the hospitals assist in the progress 
of science and although patients may incidentally grow well 


these institutions are really little more than scientific labora- 
tories on a large scale where medical men and nurses receive 
their training with patients as useful object lessons; that 
they are not places where human sympathy for suffering, as 
well as care, is shown, so much as wholesale establishments 
for the practice of surgery and medicine with the necessary 
nursing controlled by a cut-and-dried routine. We would ask 
any who may hold these opinions to read a few letters which 
we publish below rerbatim et litteratim, only omitting all 
names, because they were not written for publication. They 
were handed to our representative at his request by various 
sisters in a large hospital standing in a poor and densely 
crowded neighbourhood, and the spontaneous expressions 
of gratitude and friendly feeling which they contain need 
no further comment or introduction from us. Such letters 
are received daily at hospitals from recently discharged 
patients and often from those who have left the institution 
for some time but who still cherish a grateful memory of the 
kindness bestowed upon them. We could have collected 
hundreds more without any difliculty. It will be observed 
that the first speaks of an operation performed in the hospital 
which enabled the writer to enter and to serve in the Royal 
Navy. 


H.M.8. L—— Devonport, Devon. 


DEAR StsTer,—I hope you are quite well as it leaves me 
at present I am writing to let you know that I have joined 
the Navy about a mounth ago I am now stationed at Devon- 

rt on the L—— for the last 3 weeks I have been on H.M.S. 

—— further up the harbour I like the Navy very well I 
passed alright after the opraition in your ward in - 
hospital 1 shall be up on leave about June or July 24 when I 
shall come and see you I would be pleased if you would 
remember me to nurse F—— and the night nurse who was 
there when I was I think this is all this time. 

I remain yours truly 
Patient W. G. 

I thank you fore all your kindness to me while in the 

hospital. 


Convalesent Home, 


May 10th, 1903. 


DEAR SistER,—Just these few lines to you I really must 
apologise to you for not writing to you before now I was . 
very sorry that I could not see you before Iwent away But 
it was very early in the moring wen I went away Dear 
sister I now take the pleasure in writing these few lines 
to you as I do now you would like to hear from me Hoping 
this will find you in the best of health pleace god as this 
leaves me geting along beautiful and also Hoping these will 
fine all you patients doing well also please god I am very 
glad to say that this is a beautiful Convalesent home and it 
is in a beautif place Close by the seaside I am proply injoy- 
ing myself down hear I think I have got another three 
weeks to do down hear and then I do come back again I must 
tell you that we have got beautiful weather down this way 
I must tell you that I have been out boat sailing since I 
have been down hear and it is allright Dear Sister if you 
pleace give my best regards to all the Nurses for me if you 
pleace and I wishes to be remember to all the Ward mates 
also if you pleace So good by to you and god bless you and 
may god be with you always 

I Remain your Inquiring Friend 
w. 
Hoping to hear from you and also for your patients 


Nov. 12th, 1902. 


DEAR SisTER,—Just a line to inform you that my Wife 
Mrs. B—— who is now staying at the ——- Convalescent 
Home is slowly but surely recovering her health I can ature 
you that I cannot find words to express our hearty thanks for 
the noble manner in which you and the Nurses under your care 
have striven to bring her around after her serious operation 
I am sure the kind words you had spoken to her during her 
illness has helped her towards her rapid recovery she sperks 
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of nothing bat praise for every one in connection with the 
Hospital and we both sincerely hope that the Hospital will 
continue to prosper as a blessing to those poor sufferers who 


needs its help. 
With kind regards 
I regnain sincerly yours 
Sister R —— M. B——. 
Convalescent Home, 


24 of July. 
Dear Sister, I was very glad that E. g. arrived safely 
at the institution and he gave me a sixpence and I thank you 
with all my heart your the Best friend I have got in London 
and my time is up and I will Be home next week and I 
dont no what todo Dear Sister and I will leave It to you 
you are the only one dear sister that I can depend on 
yours sturly, 
T. 
and E G sends his Best regard and | give my kind regards 
to the matron. 


To THE CHILDREN. 


All those who have children whom they love and cherish in 
comfortable homes must at times give a thought to those 
little ones who are brought up in far different surround- 
ings. Children may do much in collecting for the 
Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund and in bringing the sum 
received to the Sunday collection, They will perhaps do 
so the more readily when they are assured that there are 
little ones to whom a hospital is not a place of pain and 
suffering at all, but the one bright place that they have 


ever known in which loving care has been lavished upon 
them, and which they leave with sorrow and would gladly 
return to. 


In conclusion, we would urge upon all to give liberally 
and to persuade others to do the same, wherever persuasion 
may be needed. Last year the Fund reached the fine total 
of £62,669, but £100,000 were aimed at and this year we 
shall hope to see an increase. Mr. George Herring, whose 
princely generosity to the cause of the suffering poor in the 
past four years is beyond all words of praise, has again 
repeated his offer of giving £10,000 to the Fund, or 
one-fourth of the whole amount collected, provided that 
this does not exceed £100,000. Last year the depression 
caused by King Edward's severe illness and operation, with 
the postponement of the Coronation ceremony, lay heavy 
upon the hearts of the people. This year they see their 
monarch restored to health, strengthening the friendly terms 
that bind his nation to others abroad, and performing his 
arduous duties at home with the energy and activity that 
have always been characteristic of him. His Majesty’s 
interest in all that affects the welfare of the hospitals, for 
which he has himself inaugurated the Fund which bears his 
name, is too well known for us to need to dwell upon it. 
With their King and their Queen in good health, and in the 
first summer since their Coronation Londoners are enjoying 
one of the gayest and most prosperous seasons that they have 
ever seen. At such atime it is possible that the struggle 
for existence of the hospitals may be forgotten; to us it 
would seem to be a time at which more than at all! others 
their needs should be remembered. 


THE METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND. 


Amounts received and disbursed in the year 1902. 


Dr. 
for the year euding October, 
1) «dd. £ 
Te eat Bank of Ist Noevw., 
1,910 1 3 
oe me in hands of Secretary 612 5 
— 191513 8 
» Collections made at Sundry Places of 
Worship 46.331 2 5 
» Collections at Schools ene 510 
» Donations 14,662 19 1 
Donations for Surgic al Ap 419 0 
» Dividend on Consols 5 lo 0 
+ Interest on Deposit... 8 511 
» One year's interest on Legacy of £10 000 
from the late Herbert Liovd 282 10 0 
» Dividend on £95,346 le. Sd, 29 Consels, 
sr Executors to the Willef W A 
Juesdon, deceased 12487 0 4 
62,669 12 7 
+» Sale of Consols 4 


£65,061 10 5 


Audited and found correct, this Lith day of November, 1902. 


Cr. 
PayMents for the year ending Stet October, 1902. 

1902. £ a a, 
By Awaris to 157 Hospitals 54,432 1 1 
» Awards to 10 Institutions 86419 
Awards to 55 Dispensaries .. 2,381 9 2 
Surgical Appliances... 2,781 17 9 

60,460 7 8 
» Furniture and Repairs 400 
, Fuel, Gas, and Office Cleaning ... ..  ... 2 210 
Printing and Stationery 200 13 11 
Stamps and Postages ...0 $1 5 6 
.. Salaries and Gratuities... .. 106712 6 
Pension to late Secretary (-yeat ar)... 125 0 0 

————_ 2,666 18 10 

. Balance at Bank of England, $5ist Oct., 

1902 .. ve 1,910 6 10 
‘ Balance ii in hands o Sec retary om 23 16 11 

— 193 3 9 

£65,061 10 3 


(Signed) W. 1H. PANNELL & Co., Chartered Accountants, 13, Basinghall-street, E.C. 


*,* In the preparation of the voluminous statistics of hospital work which have been here digested and exhibited in collected form (and 


which have been specially supplied to us in response to our applications, and are quite independent of any returns made to the Metropolitan 
Hospital Sunday Fund Committee) we have been greatly indebted to a large number of secretaries and other officers of the various medical 
charities of the metropolis, To them we desire, as on many previous occasions, to tender our sincere thanks,—-Ep. L. 
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